
Filmy

10 11

Pi
xM

ac
/In

di
aP

ic
tu

re
©

 K
irs

ty
 P

ar
ge

te
r 

| D
re

am
st

im
e.

co
m

©
 S

of
iia

 K
ra

vc
he

nk
o 

| D
re

am
st

im
e.

co
m

V-daySix

flicks

Recuperating from celebrating all the year-end 
festivals like Diwali and Christmas, many 
love-struck couples may rightly choose to have 
a low-key, cosy Valentine’s Day. One thing’s for 
certain—munching on popcorn and watching 
a good old-fashioned romantic film with your 
loved one can be as special as an expensive 
dinner at a fancy restaurant. Keeping this 
in mind, Kalyani Majumdar gives you a 
list of movies that are not just 
romantic, but also 
inspiring, funny 
and quirky.

CasablanCa: This is an all-time 
classic! With hard-to-miss chemistry 
between Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid 
Bergman, this World War II film focuses 

on a man (Humphrey Bogart as Rick) torn between 
love and virtue. Bogart plays the role of a cynical 
American owner of a nightclub cum gambling den, 
living in Casablanca, while Bergman plays Ilsa, his 
love interest whom he meets in Paris. With legendary 
dialogues like, “Here’s looking at you, kid” and “Of 
all the gin joints in all the towns, in all the world, she 
walks into mine”, a strong storyline, and well-etched 
characters, this movie remains a favourite for all 
generations. Unlike other ‘40s black and white films 
that appear dated to the younger generations, this one 
still manages to captivate the audience with its witty 
and clever lines. The movie earned eight Academy 
Award nominations, leading to three Oscars for ‘Best 
Screenplay’, ‘Best Director’ and ‘Best Picture’. 

The holiday:  If your 
loved one and you are 
looking for a fluffy and sweet 
romantic comedy, rent The 
Holiday. The film boasts of 

a stellar star cast, including Cameron Diaz, 
Jude Law, Kate Winslet and Jack Black. It 
is about two single women who happen 
to break up with their bad boyfriends just 
before the Christmas holidays and decide to 
switch homes after an online conversation 
with each other. Amanda Woods (Cameron 
Diaz) is a successful movie trailer producer 
residing in L.A., while Iris (Kate Winslet) is a 
wedding columnist with the Daily Telegraph 
in the outskirts of London. In this classic tale 
of switching partners, both women meet 
their soulmates in Graham (Jude Law) and 
Miles (Jack Black). This movie is a humorous 
and delightful journey of many twists and 
turns, but of course, with a  
happy ending.

ChalTi Ka naam Gaadi: 
This 1958 romantic comedy is 
a classic with an interesting star 
cast—the three Kumar brothers, 

Kishore, Ashok and Anoop, along with Madhubala. 
The foot tapping music is composed by S.D. Burman, 
and sung by Kishore Kumar and Asha Bhosle. Joint 
owners of a garage, the eldest of three brothers, 
Brijmohan Sharma (Ashok Kumar) is a misogynist 
who won’t allow women to enter his garage. As fate 
would have it, one night while Manmohan Sharma 
(Kishore Kumar) is working late, Madhubala, who 
plays Renu, comes to get her car fixed. What follows 
is a complete laugh riot with many romantic and 
heart-warming scenes, making this film the perfect 
sweet and humorous Valentine movie.

ChhoTi si 
baaT: For 
a Bollywood 
alternative to the 

quirky As Good As it Gets, look no 
further that Amol Palekar’s offbeat 
romantic comedy—Chhoti Si Baat. 
The movie is situated in Mumbai 
and stars Amol Palekar and Vidya 
Sinha. Arun Pradeep, a painfully 
shy young man played adeptly by 
Palekar, is the perfect example of 
a doormat who is hopelessly in 
love with Prabha Narayan (Vidya 
Sinha). However, things change 
for him when he goes to a love 
guru—Colonel Julius Nagendranath 
Wilfred Singh (Ashok Kumar). An unusual story that packs a lot of punch 
with generous doses of laughter and romance, this movie is certainly the way 
forward for those who are disinclined to repeat romantic clichés. 

as Good as iT 
GeTs: Why should 
Valentine’s Day be only 
for the mushy and the 

romantic? If you rebel against the idea 
of mush, you should opt for As good 
As It Gets, a quirky love story between 
Melvin Udall (Jack Nicholson), a 
misanthropic novelist who suffers from 
OCD, and Carol Connelly (Helen Hunt), 
a single mother with an asthmatic 
son. The movie has a witty script and a 
smart cast. Shot in Manhattan where 
Melvin, as per his daily routine, makes 
his way haphazardly along the sidewalk 
avoiding the cracks, while he scrubs his 
hands obsessively and carries his own 

set of cutlery to eat breakfast with the only waitress who can put up with 
his behaviour, Carol. The movie has enough oddball comedy and romance 
to suit a quirky Valentine’s eve.

dilwale dulhania 
le JayenGe: Perhaps 
the longest running film in 
the history of Indian cinema 

(Maratha Mandir theatre in Mumbai still runs 
shows of the movie), DDLJ as it is popularly 
referred to is a classic choice for Valentine’s 
Day. Shah Rukh Khan plays the cheeky, 
mandolin playing Raj who woos Kajol—
Simran—in the scenic locales of Europe as 
well as in fields and havelis of Punjab. An all-
time favourite, DDLJ still feels just as fresh and 
endearing as ever. 
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